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PoLitIcalL. 


Tae Bharat Mihir, of the 19th February, says that no one could ever 


think that the Liberal party, with Mr. Glad- 
stone at its head, would ever act as they have 
done in Egypt. No one ever thought that they would destroy the indepen- 
jence of Egypt by trampling upon the national party. The Liberals displayed 
nobleness in their dealings with Afghanistan. ut their treatment of Egypt 
‘s far from generous. 

9 The Sahachar, of the 20th February, says that the annexation of 
Merv has shown the intentions of the Czar. 
Germany, Austria and other Huropean 
powers have been filled with anxiety at this step of Russia. But strange 
to say Bngland is looking on_ indifferently. Merv is the gate of 
Central Asia. When the Russian Empire has extended as far as 
Merv, the influence of the Czar will gradually increase in Central Russia. 
The whole of Turan will submit to Russia within a short time. When 
Turan has been occupied, the boundary of the Russian Empire will touch 
Afghanistan. Merv is not far off from Herat. ‘Thus the frontiers of the 
Russian Empire are not far off from the frontiers of India. It is not 
advisable for England to adopt a passive and non-intervention policy. Some 
persons think that England need not bé apprehensive of any danger so 
long as Russia has not extended her Empire as far as Askabad, on the shores 
of the Caspian Sea. But now that Russia has occupied Merv, the extension 
of the Russian Empire as far as Askabad will not be a very difficult task. 
The Shah of Persia is dependent on Russia, and there exists a secret treaty 
between them. ‘Thus the establishment of Russian influence at Askabad 
rill not be a very difficult task. After these conquests, Russia will be able 
to attack Herat, both from the north and from the west. It is certain that 
the English will have to meet the Russians at no distant date on the 
| other side of the Indus. General Skobeleff’s intentions have been revealed 
before this. ‘They have clearly demonstrated that Russia looks with a 
covetous eye upon India. The paper implores English Statesmen to be 
on their guard. 

8. The same paper says that the Khedive is a vassal of England. 
He will have to depend entirely upon the 
mercy of England. Baker Pasha is trying 
to persuade England to undertake the conquest of the Soudan by exciting 
her cupidity by the statement that the conquest will be a source of much 
profit to England, inasmuch as it will place the profitable Soudan trade entirely 
ather disposal. Baker Pasha is a jingo. The English jingoes are enthusias- 
tically supporting this proposal of Baker Pasha. The future fate of Egypt is 
uncertain. But practically the country has been deprived of its independence. 

4. The Som Prakash, of the 25th February, expresses great concern 


i aie for the fate of Egypt. The days of her pros- 
, _ perity have come to an end. In their greed 
the English adopted a policy of aggression in Egypt. They wantonly 
destroyed Alexandria. They are now reaping the consequences of their 
acts, What the extent of their sufferings will be, it is difficult to sa 
One thing is sufficiently clear, namel , that the Egyptians will not cht 
- ith their whole hearts against their co-religionists. Why will they do so? 
The Mahomedans are not willing to shed the blood of their co-relizionists 
What again will they fight for? The country isno longer theirs. The e es 
of many have been opened by the fate of India. Would the English fo i 
how become so powerful in India if they had not been assisted in takin 
Possession of the country by the people themselves ? S 
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5. The Samvdd Purnachandrodaya, of the 26th February, is surpriseg 
tele Wis at the conduct of General Gordon, who regog. 


nises the sovereign powers of the Mahdi, ana 


encourages slavery. The British Lion is dreaded by all. Itisa matter ¢ 
such 
unrighteous methods to put a stop to the war. 


Prusitic ADMINISTRATION. 


6. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 15th February, is sorry to lean 
that the Lieutenant-Governor does not jk, 
The Bengal Government on the native the tone of the native papers. But the 
Tr native papers have, throughout the yey 
1882-83, supported the policy of the Government of India. Never was any 
Governor-General so much praised and supported by the native press,  §tij] 
His Honor does not find any change in the tone of these papers. It appears 
that Mr. Thompson will not be satisfied until the native press supports 
every measure inaugurated by Government. Mr. Thompson charges the 
native papers with attacking officials without cause. But, says the writer, if 
Government make an enquiry, it will find in many instances that the native 
papers are right. It is a fortunate thing that Mr. Thompson has not openly 
accused them of containing disloyal and seditious articles. 
7. The Prdantavdasi, a new paper, of the 16th February, remarks that 
apes the Ilbert Bill agitation has taught the people 
— of India a lesson, the value of which is much 
above that of gold and silver. It has taught them that even Governments 
bend their heads low before a combined agitation. If the people of 
India can understand the value of this dear-bought experience, they will, 
at no distant date, obtain their national rights. If they go on agitating in 
this way, the standard of age in the Civil Service Examination will have tobe 
lowered, and the place of examination removed from London. ‘The Procla- 
mation of Her Gracious Majesty distinctly gave the people to understand that 
appointments under Government would be granted without the distinction of 
colour or creed. This noble principle could not be given effect to on account 
of Mr. Stephen’s law. But Lord Ripon has, to a certain extent, removed 
the impediment thrown in the way by that measure. The people of India 
are longing to have the jury system. They are sure to get it in a short time 
if they goon agitating. The agitation should extend even to England, 
where the Government depends entirely on the will of the people. 
8. The same paper is glad to see that the Municipal Bill will grant the 
The Municipal Bill privilege of election generally to all municr 


is palities, and that it has accepted education as 
a qualification of voters. But it is sorry that no distinction is made between 


the qualification of voters and that of candidates for Commissionership. The 

money qualification of candidates should have been double that of the voters, 

otherwise many illiterate and uneducated men who pay Rs. 1-8 in taxes 
will try to get themselves returned as Commissioners though in vain. 

9. The Grdmvdrtd Prakdshikd, of the 16th February, says that the 

Tin uals tation Indians everywhere heard that the English 


were a nation of shop-keepers. But compare 
with tyranrical Mughals the trading-English appeared to be gods. The 


people thought that under the English they would obtain justice and good 
government. The English won an easy victory at Plassey, and became the 
rulers of India simply because they had succeeded in creating an impressio2 
in the minds of the people that they would act nobly and justly as rulers. 
Lhe chief glory of the English Government isits reputation for juste. 
When the English system of administration of justice was first introdu 
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‘nto the country the people were exceedingly delighted. But the system ~ 


produced one evil, People became litigious. To check this spirit fees 
pecan to be charged for justice. These fees have now become so exorbitant 
that the poor cannot obtain justice in many instances. 

10. The same paper says that the Bengal peasantry were once happy 
and prosperous. But taxes, famines, and 
malaria have made them completely miserable. 
They are now trampled upon by the cruel zemindars. How has this wretch- 
edness been caused? Ason the one hand the rents are being enhanced, on 
the other hand the soil for want of floods or proper irrigation 1s losing its 
fertility. The Permanent Settlement has placed the peasantry, bound hand 
and foot, at the mercy of the greedy zemindars. The people do not desire 
the abolition of the settlement. The misery of the ryots of the khas mehals 
; to be attributed to the absence of such a settlement. The zemindar class 
created by the Permanent Settlement may do much good to the country if 
they please. The defect of the settlement is that, while it secures to the 
Government what is due to it by the zemindar, it does not secure to the ryot 
what is his due by the latter. The sad fate of the Ilbert Bill has encouraged 
the zemindars to persist in their agitation against the Rent Bill. Whether 
they will succeed in obtaining its withdrawal by threats remains to be seen. 
The ryot wants the right of occupancy in the soil which he tills, and also that 
of transferring that right at pleasure. He also wants that there should be a 
permanent settlement between him and the zemindar like that between the 
latter and the Government. The withholding of these rights from the ryots 
vould be injurious both to them and the Government. 

11. The same paper says that last year there was an increase of eleven 
lakhs and thirty-nine thousand rupees in the 
expenditure on education. Of this sum as 
much as seven lakhs and thirty-three thousand rupees were contributed by the 
og The number of Mussulman students is gradually increasing. Itis a 

good sign. 

12. The Paridarshak, of the 17th February, says that the Chief 

a ae ns Commissioner of Assam intends to punish the 

: Akas by the infliction of fines. The Akas 
have now fled. : They have also set free the two Bengali clerks whom they 
had taken captives. The army will have to remain in the Aka country if it 
is intended to punish the Akas with fines. But this arrangement will cost 
more than what will be obtained by fining the Akas. 3 


13. The same paper says that the notification that the Sylhet local 
The doubling of the Sylhet local Yates will be doubled has made the zemindars 
rates, | as well as the ryots uneasy. The estates of 
many zemindars are being put up to auction for their failure to pay the tax 
at the existing rate. It is difficult to understand why the rate has been 
doubled in spite of this. Can the country be administered well by oppress- 
ing the people? ‘The zemindars will have to pay the enhanced tax. But 
they will not be able to pay it out of their own pockets. They will be 
compelled to extort it from their ryots. This will make the zemindar and 
the ryot hostile to one another, and increase the number of law suits. The 
object of the Government is to make the people happy. Is the Govern- 
ment aware that the enhancement of the tax will lead to the misery of 
the ryots? ~The zemindars will extort from their ryots considerably more 
than what they will have to pay to the Government. The Government 
‘as exempted the inhabitants of many places from the payment of the tax 
“ven at its present rate, as they are unable to. pay it. A petition will soon 


¢ submitted to the Chief Commissioner protesting against the en- 
“4ncement of the tax. 


The Rent Bill. 


Public interest in education. 
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14. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 18th February, draws the attent: 
of the Police Commissioner of Calcutta 
the numerous tramway accidents occuttine 
every dayin the town. The writer says that the tramway authorities have 
turned a deaf ear to all his remonstrances. 
15. The Charu Varia, of ap ore gry a that there is no on, 
of obtaining the right of self-covernm,.. 
ae: during the isiaianiatien of Mr. Whew 
The noble intentions of Lord Ripon are being frustrated by the selfs, 
civilians. The Government alone is not to blame for not introducing th, 
self-government scheme. ‘The people also are to blame. There are man, 
rights which have to be wrested from Governments. The English obtaine 
the great Charter only because they had cowed down John. So long as th 
people are not powerful, the Government will not make concessions. Angly. 
Indians have shown what firm determination can do. 
16. The same paper regrets the slow progress of mass and female 


: education in this country. Much has bee, 

Mass education. ge 
done, it is true, for the spread of mass educa. 
tion, still much remains to bedone. Nearly two centuries have elapsed 


since the foundation of the British Empire in India. But the progress 
of female education during this long period has been far from satisfactory. 
17. The same paper says that the Munsif of Sherpore has been ordered 
sisi by the Judge to go to the Sudder station for 
Munsif of Sherpore. 


one month for the assistance of the Munsif 
of that place. The arrangement of sending the Munsif of Sherpore to 


the assistance of other Munsifs was first introduced by Mr. Kirkwood. 

This system causes much injury, as the people of Sherpore are thus deprived 
for a time of the services of that officer. 

18. The Bharat Mihir, of the 19th February, says that the people ar 

| suffering much from scarcity of food eren 

rhe poverty of india, and how to under the civilized British Government. There 


are no robbers or oppressors in the country: 
still the people are suffering from scarcity of food. What is the cause 


of this? Lord Ripon advised the Nizam to guard azainst financial 
disorders, as they caused difficulties to the ruler as well as misery to the 
subjects. ‘The English Government is not careful about the finances of the 
country, and even when careful it is not at all willing to curtail the 
gaing of Englishmen in order to benefit India. India’s cry of distress has 
not succeeded in exciting sympathy in the hearts of Englishmen. The 
happiness of India is being sacrified on the altar of British interests 
and the Anglo-Indians and the merchants of Manchester are shouting fot 
joy at this spectacle. The employment of numerous Englishmen has 
made the government very costly. Under a foreign Government thé 
wealth of a country passes out of it. Tne Government, if willing, ca! 
prevent thisin a great measure, but it does not intend to do so. It appouls 
Englishmen to all the high offices in the country, and pays them enormots 
salaries. They also receive large pensions after their retirement. Masy 
high offices to which high salaries are attached may be abolished without 
any disadvantage to the country. Reductions may also be made in military 
expenditure. 

19. Thesame paper complains that the number of miles of railway co 
structed in Bengal in addition to the Easter 
Bengal Railway does not exceed 600. 7 
new lines that are in the course of construction, or have been proposed, wi 
not be sutflicient. If railways extend in the country at such a slow 
pace, tiere is no hope that there will be a satisfactory extension of railway: 


Tramway accidents. 


Extension of railways, 


a 5. ee OD = 86 


appointed to any office formerl 
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, - Jt would be advantageous both to the Government and 
in the oor the former instead of spending money on fine buildings 
= . ‘f productive works like railway lines. The Government should 
ae ‘ncrease its income by such works rather than by imposing new 
# on the poor people of Bengal. 

ome | The same paper says that the Local Self-Government Bill could 
easily be passed in this session. The slight 
amendments required in the Bill could be 
made by the Select Committee in two weeks. The views of officials as 
well as of associations regarding the Bill have been ascertained before. 
Where is the need of consulting them again? There 1s nothing new 
‘) be said upon the Bill. Every newspaper, except three or four 
snimportant ones, deprecated the proposal of a Central Board. Those who 
have any experience of mofussil affairs could not possibly have arrived at any 
ther conclusion. Mr. Thompson took no notice of those objections. He 
ras bent upon establishing a costly and worthless Board like the Board of 
Revenue. The people are eager to have the right of self-government, not 
hat they think it is a very important privilege, but that it 1s the fore- 
‘nner of more important privileges in the future. The lLieutenant- 
Governor has shown his disregard for the people’s wishes in everything 
creat or small. 

91. The same paper says that India is the poorest of civilized countries. 

: _ India was not so poor under the Mahomedans. 
_Morcextinsive employmentot natives ‘The Government should try its best to remove 
os | this poverty. The Civil Service is the most 
highly paid service in the world. There is no need of appointing English 
oficials on such high salaries. If it be the object of the Government to 
govern India for the benefit of the Indians, and not for that of Englishmen, 
they should appoint educated natives far more extensively to the public service. 
The educated natives are able and industrious. The Government will obtain 
their services at a lesser cost. India is aconquered country no doubt. But 
dices were never monopolized by any conquering nation to such an extent as 
they have been by the English in India. The Romans administered the 
countries which they conquered through native agency. The Mahomedans 
appointed Hindus to high offices in the State. That France does so will be 
evident at a glance at the present administrative system of Pondicherry. 
Even uncivilized Russia has entrusted natives with the administration of 
hewly-conquered territories. 

The rulers now perfectly understand that India is unable to bear the 
enormous expenses of the Civil Service. Proposals are from time to time 
being made for more extensive employment of natives in the Civil Service. 
But the selfishness of the ivilcians has hitherto stood in the way of such 
proposals being carried into effect. A rule has peony been made that natives 

) occupie an English civilian wi 
receive only two-thirds of the aliie of his Me Beach The people vill 
hot object to this if it be the intention of the Government to gradually dis- 
pense with the services of Englishmen and to appoint natives to those posts 


" smaller salaries. But the people will remonstrate against any attempt 
A Government to make distinctions between European and native 
lals, 


The Self-Government Bill. 


“ 

<2. The same paper says that Mr. Thompson was born without a single 

at, Thompson's opinion on native NOble feeling in his heart. Every year the 
Bengal Government finds fault with native 


bapers, but it never makes any suggestion for their improvement. Mr. 


Mr. 


hompson is more hostile to the native papers than any of his 
| rede- 
Cessorg, Consequently his ] : ‘ 


“ae hie anguage has not been able to disguise his 
~—~e 


Baoarat MiTRA, 
Feb. 19th, 1884. 


BuaRkaT Mine. 


Baarat MiIagre. 


Buarat MriarR. 
Feb. 19tb, 1884. 


Sauvap Peapyaxrar, 
Feb. 19th, 1884. 


Burpwak SanJtvanl, 
Feb. 19th, 1884. 


Buapwawn Sansivanr. 
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23. The same paper says that the Government thinks that the avers; 

of the people to the license tax wij} }, 
moved if it be made permanent, If the 
Lieutenant-Governor and his Secretaries make a tour in the mofussj 
they will be able to ascertain in some measure the feelings of the people 
regarding the tax. The license tax is nothing but an income tay. I 
is an income tax upon the poor. Those who are best able to pay taye._ 
the officials drawing large salaries, pleaders, and barristers—do not pay q 
single farthing tv Government. Government is not bold enough to Impose 
an income tax upon the highly-paid civilians. Jirect taxes should 
never be imposed in this country. ‘The people do not pay the license ta, 
with a cheerful heart. 


24. The Samcdd Prabhakar, of the 19th February, says thy 

Mr. Thompson in his administration report says 
that the people in Bengal are prosperous, But 
says the writer, this is not true. The condition of the middle classes js 
wretched. ‘The sources of their income have dried up. The cultivators ap 
not well off. Their indebtedness is known to all. One year’s bad harveg 
reduces them to starvation. Had they means they would never have allowed 
their rents to fall into arrears, and would never have had recourse to Gover. 
ment or to the charities in years of scarcity. The Government is wrong 
in thinking them well off. Of the lower classes the operatives of the 
few mills only are doing tolerably well. 


Mr. Thompson says that the want of cordiality between the zemindars 
and the ryots is dangerous to the prosperity and peace of the country, and 
so he supports the Tenancy Bill. But, says the writer, it would be lamen 
table to disturb the permanent settlement on that ground. 

Mr. Thompson says that during the year under report there was no 
serious outbreak of any epidemic disease. But, says the writer, the 


malarious fever raged with the usual virulence, and the Government looked 
upon it with its usual indifference. 


25. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 19th February, says that according 


si incl neaci to rulers like Cornwallis, Marquis of Hastings, | 

oe Canning, Northbrook and Ripon, that Govern- 
ment alone is lasting which is based upon the people’s will. But 
Dalhousie and Lytton held the opposite view. They thought that it is the 
best policy to treat the conquered like slaves and trample upon them 
The officials desire that the natives should be denied every privilege. 
When a virtuous and sagacious ruler is placed at the head of affars 
the natives will be justly treated. The Ilbert Bill and the Self-Govern 
ment Bill have shown this. The Anglo-Indians say that the Hindus ae 
ungrateful. They are ungrateful indeed, because they toil from 
daybreak till nightfall in the plantations for the benefit of Englishmen, avd 
bless their stars if they obtain food just sufficient to keep body and sou 
together and are not kicked. The Hindus are disloyal, because they think 
the sovereign to be an emanation from the Deity. The Hindus are disloyal, 
because they adore the Queen, while the Anglo-Indians are loyal, becau* 
they burnt her representative’s effigy and insulted him. | 


26. The same paper says that it is sorry to hear that Mr. Coxhead 


large agai | beat a peon because he happened. to pa 
A charge against Mr. Coxhead. ce house. The peon has said that 
he was not aware that the Magistrate had rented that house, and tha 
persons were in the habit of passing through it. Such loss of ag 
persons in the position of Magistrates is to be regretted. The peon : 
been suspended. It will be seen whether the peon was guilty 2 
Magistrate be hauled up before a Criminal Court. 


The license tax. 


The state of the country. 
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| aper says that the Bombay High Court has, with the Boapwas sassrvan. 
osama laaetion of the Bocarnuaiis of India, made Fe 1th, 1884. 
The process fees. alterations in the rules regarding the process 
fees, The Calcutta High Court should alter them, too, to save the suitors 
. = same paper is sorry to hear that Mr. Agram Russool, the 8vspwsSansvasr. 
“soainst Mr. Agram Russool, Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan, used dis- 
» Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan. respectful expressions towards a pleader. 

99. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 20th February, complains that the pee 
people do not derive any benefit from the res 
road cess which they have to pay. In districts 
ike Rajshahye, which are flooded every year, it is no exaggeration to say 
that there are no good roads. Tog 

97. The same paper observes that agitation in this country is useless, Hiwpv Ransiea. 

It generally produces the very opposite effect to 
what is intended. When the people began to 
witicise official measures, the press was gagged. When they raised a cry 
against the Stamp Act, the court-fees were raised from 5 to 74 per cent. When 
they expressed a desire of entering the army, the Arms Act was passed. When 
they complained of the excessive burden of taxation, they were replied to 
by the imposition of the license tax. When they demanded more extensive 
employment of natives in higher appointments in the State, the standard 
of age was lowered to 19 years. When they wanted the removal of the 
race distinction in criminal matters, the treatment they received is too recent 
to require mentioning. hey agitated for the introduction of self-govern- 
ment in Bengal; but how barren is the result of that agitation. 

$1. The same paper complains that cultivators are the greatest Hispo Rass. 

an sufferers from the effects of the Arms Act. 


They are entitled to free passes for five years if 
their fields are ravaged by wild beasts. But in fact they never get such passes, 
for it is difficult to prove that wild beasts do actually harm their fields. 


32. A correspondent of the same paper appeals to the Commissioner of 
A road from Chatmore to Serpurin the Rajshahye Division against the decision of 
Pubna. the Road Committee of Pubna that the con- 
struction of the road from Chatmore to Serpur in Pubna cannot be taken in 
hand for want of funds. The road in question would open up a large and 


populous country, and the writer requests the Commissioner to obtain a grant 
for the road from Government. 


Road cess in Rajshabye. 


| Agitation. 


Hispv Rasika. 


33. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that the want 
p.Want of @ post-office in Pakuria, of a post-office in Pakuria is very greatly felt. 
jsbabye, It is about seven miles away from the nearest 
post-office, and the peon can scarcely visit the place twice a week. 
$4, The same correspondent of the same paper complains that the 
i seis people of Pakuria derive no benefit from their 


payment of the road cess, because the vill 
toads are in a very wretched condition. meal 


00. The Dainik Vartd, of the 20th February, 
Mr. MacDonnell’s memorandum on Observations on Mr. 


the Bengal Tenancy Bill. randum on the Bengal Tenancy Bil]. ~ 
tunately or unfortunately, we cannot say which, he has ate Be to — 
anything on the subject from others, but as an all-knowing and all-powerful 
cing has himself prepared a memorandum. Luckily we have recent] 
received a copy of it. We have carefully perused Mr. MacDonnell’s 
memorandum, which is in the form of a pamphlet; and the perusal has 
ed us with astonishment at his knowledge, understanding and experience. 


Hinpv RawsrxKa. 


makes the following Datmix Vastra, 
MacDonnell’s memoe~  ¥*® 20th, 1886. 


Sanmacwar, 
Feb. Qutb, 1884. 
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The pamphlet is from beginning to end full of false and misleag;_, 
statements. There is nothing true in what he has said. We have learnt 
from its perusal that he is not in the habit of reading books, that he ha, 
no knowledge of history, and that he has not either generosity or liberal;, 
If he can establish this untruth in the broad daylight of the nineteenj, 
century, and can deceive and move thereby the ruler of Bengal and the ruler of 
India, then what can be more wonderful than this in this human world!11 
Mr. Rivers Thompson is thoroughly unfit for his office, otherwise why 
should he, who has been so long in Bengal, and has become grey-haire, 
and old, take poison from Mr. MacDonnell’s hand, mistaking it for foog 
and try to give it to others? Mr. MacDonnell has convinced his old maste, 
that at the request of the zemindars themselves this Rent Bill has bee, 
framed and brought forward for enactment. Let Mr. MacDonnell lay hi 
hand on his heart and say whether it is a true statement or the product of 
his own imagination, As Mr. MacDonnell is an officer of the Revenye 
Department, none can have a better knowledge on the subject than he. 
Is it, therefore, that he has thus maintained the dignity of his office? We 
can venture to say that the zemindars never prayed for their own ruin, 
But the object of what they prayed for was quite contrary to and different 
from that of the present Rent Bill. There is as much difference between 
this Bill and what they prayed for, as there is between nectar and _ poison. 
Therefore, it is not proper for Mr. MacDonnell to throw dust into the eyes 
of the public by making such false statements. ‘The zemindars only made 
this prayer that some facilities might be provided for the realization of 
their rents. Has this Bill been framed to afford those facilities to the 
zemindars? In fact, such absurd and untrue statements on the part of 
so great a man as Mr. MacDonnell have stupified and amazed us beyond 
measure. So far for Mr. MacDonnell’s invention, be it true or false. All that 
he has said after this is strange and wonderful, and a bright illustration 
of his research and historical knowledge. Unfortunately we have very 
small space in this paper. A detailed review of all that he has written 
would make a large pamphlet. Hence we are obliged to conclude this 
article after giving some idea of his historical knowledge. 

36. The Sihachar, of the 20th February, is glad to see that the 
Lieutenant-Governor has now come to perceive 
the duties and dignity of his high office. 
He opposed the Ilbert Bill and supported the civilian agitators against it. 
Willingly or unwillingly he assumed a hostile attitude towards Lord Ripon. 
He allowed the volunteers, who had shown disrespect to Lord Ripon, to 
accompany him to the railway station. A Collector who was present at 3 
feast, where the effigy of the Viceroy was burnt, was not censured by him. At 
the feast recently given in honour of the gentlemen from foreign countries, 
who have come here on the occasion of the Exhibition, Mr. Thompson pro- 
posed the toast in honour of the Viceroy. Mr. Thompson in proposing the 
toast said that though he had opposed some of the measures of Lord Ripon, he 
thought that the Viceroy was the most noble-minded person in the world. 
The Lieutenant-Governor further said that the violent opponents of the Ilbert 
Bill would be forced to ackowledge after a short time that Lord Ripon had 
acted nobly in introducing it. Mr. Thompson thinks that in order to make 
the British Empire in India lasting, the natives should be converted into 
Englishmen and treated as such. The Lieutenant-Governor is right. 
No one who has received English education would suffer himself to be treated 
ke a slave. Lord Ripon has made the natives feel that though they are 
subject to a foreign sovereign they are really free. The paper 18 glad to 


see that Mr. Thompson has now perceived his mistakes and changed 
his views. 


Changein Mr. Thompson’s views. 
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says that the Lieutenant-Governor has. shown sumons, 
fog ony eee "his regard for public opinion by his orders ere 


Mr. Thompeon? "6 the omission of the Sterndale clause in the 


' funicip a ee Medint, of the 21st February, says that it has made many dis- Mspis1, 


. avestigation of closures regarding the unjust actions of Buzlul ** 7" 7*** 
angen agai | Karim. Karim, the Deputy Magistrate of Ghattal. The 
er is sorry that the authorities have not properly investigated the grave 
anartn preferred against him. Mr. Wilson, the Magistrate of moe ge 
vas ordered to investigate those charges. The Magistrate has age Ngo 
he has found no evidence of Karim’s guilt. Every one 1s gre wi A 1e 
unjust actions of Karim. ‘The paper has often exposed them without — 
~ontradicted. It is strange that the Magistrate found no evidence o 
Karim’s guilt. To discover a person's guilt the investigator must be really desir- 
ous of knowing the truth and must possess the faculty of eliciting it. Mr. Wi- 
son is weak. During the investigation he kept Karim near him. The conse- 
quence of this was that the oppressed people did not venture to give 
evidence against Karim for fear of offending him. Many persons who 
wereafraid of coming to the Magistrate for fear of Karim addressed 
petitions to him. But these petitions were intercepted by Karim. 
$9. The correspondent of the same paper, who has preferred many Mxpist. 
Further charges against the Post- grave charges against the Postmaster of 
paner er Managers. Midnapore, prefers further charges against 
him in this issue. The peonsof his office submitted a petition _ prefer- 
ring several charges against him to the Postmaster-General. Strange to 
say the charges were not investigated, but the peons and two clerks were 
| transferred to other places. The correspondent says that the Postmaster 
before distributing the letters among the peons takes one or two of them 
every day to the inner apartment of his house and comes out with them 
after a short time. Why the Postmaster takes other men’s letters to the 
inner appartment he alone can say. 


40. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 21st February, complains that in sauvap Peapmaear, 


in] Feb. 21st, 1884. 
Sissi el Maliiaatis tn inne the last Bengal Administration Report ¥ 


| 7 Mr. Thompson has not said anything regard- 
ing the increase of litigation in these provinces. Is his silence due to the 
fact that increase of litigation brings in an increased revenue ? 


41. The Daintk Vartd, of the 21st February, says that the Opinion Pars Vast, 
The zemindars the owners of the of Mr. MacDonnell, that the zemindars were ro om oe 
- not before the permanent settlement the 
owners of the soil, is erroneous. Burke’s speeches, Warren Hastings’ 
reports, and the firmans of Aurungzebe and other Moghul Emperors show 
that they were the owners of the soil. The firmans of the Kimperors of 


Delhi show that they purchased lands for making roads, buildings or tanks 
from the zemindars. i 


H 
eh cae ow could the zemindars sell lands without being 


42. The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 21st February, hears a 
The Self-Government Bill. rumour that the Self-Government Bill will be . 7 ™*"**™™ 


| passed in the next session, and that the peopl ee 
will be consulted. The writer is afraid that th Self-G teeny 
share the fate of the Ibert Bill e Self-Government Bill will 


RuyGrpors Dix 


43. The same paper isglad that Lord Ripon has put no obstacles 


The installation of the Nizam. th 4 wey of the appointment of natives to -hapecenomm 
é Nizam s service, and th | 
the rapacious English officers at he has removed 


erars to the Neem from the State. But he should have restored the 


. Butin this he cannot b 
tainly have tried had he any voice in the merle Be Me bib at 


Ruxcrors Drz 


Feb. 3lst, 1884. 


Peuan Baypuv. 


Banas Baspav. 


Baak BawDEC,. 
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44. The same paper has an article headed ‘“ The departure of the 


Mr. Thompson's voyage to Eng- fYuler of Bengal for England.” Wegive}h 
land, a translation of the article — _—— 


The Lieutenant-Governor is going to England on the 6th of March, op 
six months’ leave of absence. He will float on the boundless sea in March 
next. His Honor is now notin good health, and we pray to God that his 
health may be thoroughly re-established ina short time, and that he ma 
find employment at home. Hehas governedthe country for two rite 
but has not been able to keep it contented even for a single day. 
It is the misfortune of the people of Bengal that he whom they love, anq 
from whom they expect great things, becomes unfavourably disposed towards 
them. We knew Mr. Thompson to be a good Christian. He has a greg 
regard for religion. He who trusts in God cannot be led astray from the 
path of duty. For that reason we rejoiced at the elevation of Mr. Thomp. 
son to the throne of Bengal, and we expected great things from him. But 
it is a matter of great regret, that in a very short time all our expectations 
have come to nought, and all our rejoicings have ended in tears. Mr. Thomp- 
son has appeared in his true colours, and terrified the Bengalis at every 
step. His religion teaches him to regard all men as brethren. But in the 
Ilbert Bill agitation, Mr. Thompson forgot that precept. We thought he 
would do us some good by supporting the self-government scheme. But 
there is very little hope of that. The self-government scheme has been 
introduced in all provinces in India, except Bengal. We can well understand 
how the question of self-government will be settled. The highhandedness 
of tyrannical officers has greatly increased during Mr. Thompson’s regime. 
Those acts of oppression, which elicited rebuke from Sir Ashley Eden, are 
praised by Mr. Thompson, as the Dulai and Chittagong cases and the students’ 
cases of Dacca clearly prove. As a Governor he is partial, he is always anxious 
to promote the interests of his countrymen, and never thinks of the welfare 
of those who supply him with the means of subsistence. He is indulgent to 
the high handed. Englishmen of imperious temper have showered abuses 
on Lord Ripon before Mr. Thompson’s eyes, but he never checked them. 
Under any other ruler they would certainly have received adequate punish- 
ment. One of the principal virtues of a ruler is popularity with his subjects. 
Mr. Thompson instead of being popular is disliked by his subjects. The 
best course for a ruler, who cannot please his people, is to resign. 


45. The Behar Bandhu, of the 21st February, is amused to find that 


The Bengal Government on Native the same native papers are mentioned as being 
Press. the principal ones in the reports of both the 
years 1881-82 and 1882-83. Are the other papers deaf or dumb ? And how 


is it that the enumeration of one year exactly coincides with that of the 
next year ? 


46. The same paper draws the attention of the Government to the 

a mistake made in pages 138-39 of the Adminis 

Bask. tration Report. The number of Jain popula- 

tion in the Patna Division is set down at eight, 

but the division includes Gya, which is a centre of Jain population, 

besides Shahabad and Durbhanga, where Jains live in large numbers. The 
writer is curious to know who procured these figures and how. 


4,7. The same paper hears that the Government of India wants # 


hat 
The appointment of a translator by ws point a translator. The writer say s t 


the Government of India. sufficient care should be taken to select 3 


man for the appointment. If the translation 


turns out to be like that in the Behar Gazette, all the trouble will be 
iD vain. 
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4s, The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 21st February, complains that the  saasar Mrraa, 


English Government spends about 20 lakhs of 
Feclesiastical expenditure. rupees for the erg eer * -- or pl 
| ™e ‘n India, which benefits only a handful of Ungiusnmen 
tical oe pe Fag the tax-payers of : India. The ; English are 
-, ndia to a policy of complete neutrality in religious matters. 
pledged in nda 4 d if they encourage one only of the 
How can that ey he | _— it they x 
Lal gin India! bss 
mad The Pratikdr, of the 22nd February, says that the principal reason 
* sii why the Indian youths do not compete for the 
ee Civil Service is that the examination is held 
in England, and that a voyage to England is destructive of caste. Though 
the Brahmos have no caste prejudice, the majority of the Hindus are still 
rery much afraid of losing their caste. There will be no difficulty on this 
core if the examination is held in India. Another reason for the non- 
appearance Of Indian youths in the open competitive examination 1s the 
sostliness of education in England. Two years in the London University 
and one year with Mr. Wren would cost Rs. 7 500. The third reason 1s 
the lowering of the standard of age. To appear in the examination at the 
ave of 19, a young man must go to England at least at the age of 15. The 
Entrance examination of the London University is being held in India. Why 
should not the Civil Service examination be held in India in the same way ? 
50. The same paper observes that since the introduction of the 
Tenancy Bill the little cordiality that existed 
between the zemindars and their ryots has, 
in many places, come to anend. On the one hand, zemindars, afraid of 
losing some of their powers, are trying to get their rents enhanced by using 
every sort of intimidation; on the other hand, the ryots in the expectation 
of obtaining some relief by the new enactment have stopped the payment 
ofrent. ‘The zemindars of Mymensing have found the realization of rent 
to be such a difficult task that they have applied to Government for help. 
It is not unknown to Government that the ryots are not willing to pay the 
wrongly-enhanced rate of rent. The Collector and the Commissioner have 
both told the ryots to pay their rents, but these are most likely waiting for 
the passing of the Bill, when, it is expected, they will have to pay only what is 
justly due from them. The Bill should be proceeded with without any 
lurther loss of time. The country should not be allowed to remain in this 
unsettled state. Mr. MacDonnell, the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Is of opinion that a decision on the subject should soon be arrived at, and 
the writer is at one with him on this point. 
51. The same paper learns from the Pioneer and the Reis and Rayat 


eee that the Aka raids originated in the attempt 

of the Deputy Commissioner of Shillong to 
send some of the Akas to Calcutta, in order that clay models might be taken. 
For this the best course would have been to communicate with one of the 
Aka chiefs. But instead of doing that the Deputy Commissioner sent a 
mouzadar, who was very unpopular with the Akas, to bring a few of them. 
The war was brought about by the folly of the Deputy Commissioner, and 
27 Sauna he hae peoponnhas it. Why should the overtaxed subjects 

Ler Majesty bear the cost o 

Bet be a war brought about through the folly of a 


02. The Murshidabdd Patrikd, of the 22nd February, is glad to 
ie Wis | notice that Mr. Kirkwood is open to con- 


| viction. The unfavourable criticism 
few of his measures, in the Press, has led him to reconsider them. He hes 


called in some of the peons dismissed by him. If he reconsiders the cases 


at an enor 


The Tenancy Bill. 


Feb. 21st, 1884. 


PRATIKAR, 
Feb. 22nd, 1884. 


PRATIKAR. 


PaaTIKAR. 


MuRsHIDABAD 
ATRI 
Feb. 2and, 1604. 


McrsHipaBaDd 
PaTaixa, 


Feb, 22nd, 1884. 


MourgsHrpaBaD 
PaTRika. 


SamvaD Prabyaxkar, 
Feb. 23nd, 1884. 


Prasnatt, 
Feb. 22nd, 1584. 


Dainrxk Vanra, 
Feb. 22nd, 1884. 


Ucur? Baxta, 
Feb. 22nd, 1884, 


Ucait Baxta, 
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of the apprentices and of the Amla, who have been very severely dealt wits 
the public will look upon him as a good man. , 

53. Thesame paper does not object to Government Selling iyi) 
justice, but it objects to the sale of criminal) 
justice. Criminal justice cannot be obtained 
without paying at least annas eight and pies three. Many people suffo 
severe wrongs because they cannot pay for justice. 

54. The same paper complains that the study of the Bengali 

7 language is neglected. The Bengali Jano. 

——— uage is excluded even from the lowest ey. 

amination of the Calcutta University. The writer does not object to the 

introduction of Sanskrit, but he objects to the complete exclusion of Bengali 
from high education. 

55. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 22nd February, dwells on the 
necessity of reform in the constitution of the 
Indian Legislative Councils. When these 
Councils were first established, they were well suited to the times. But with 
the change of circumstances a change in their constitution has become 
necessary. They should have a more constitutional character, and care should 


be taken to select really representative men. 


The sale of justice. 


The constitution of Indian Councils. 


56. The Prabhdtt, of the 22nd February, says that the report of 


Mr. Westmacott's report on self Mr. Westmacott on self-government is very 
government. hopeful. The great personages who pre- 
dicted sure failure will now find out their mistake. The writer is strongly 
of opinion that the people who want to do things in consultation with others 
are ripe for self-government, and Mr. Westmacott’s report proves that it is 
true. The people of this country take a great interest in self-government. 
The writer has talked with many persons in the mofussil on this subject, and 
they are all very sanguine that self-government will do immense good to 
the people. 

57. The Dainitk Vartd, of the 22nd February, says that Mr. Mac- 

Mr. MacDonnell on the zemindars’ Donnell has no right to set aside the views of 
rights. Lord Cornwallis and Sir John Shore as to the 
status of the zemindars. Mir Jaflir granted the zemindari rights in the 
24-Pergunnahs to the East India Company, which became to all intents and 
purposes a zemindar. Was the Company a proprietor of land or a cultivating 
tenant? 

58. The Uchit Baktd, of the 22nd February, says that the report of 

The sudden death of the Maharajah the Government of Bombay on the sudden 
oF pomp. death of the Maharajah of Kolhapore has failed 
to give satisfaction to the people. It has praised the officers in charge of 
the Maharajah, and that is no difficult affair. But it has failed to establish 
the innocence of Mr. Green in aclear and satisfactory manner. The Govern- 
ment of Bombay has on the strength of official reports, and without any search- 
ing enquiry, pronounced Mr. Green innocent. This is not as it should be. 

59. Thesame paper says that in the last Annual Administration Report 

The Government of Bengal on the Of the Government of Bengal it has been assert- 
minrry Pees. ed that the number of subscribers to a native 
paper increases in proportion as it abuses the Government, and for this reason 
the native papers vie with one another in heaping abuses on Government. 
The writer says that the native papers never abuse Government, but they 
severely criticise any measure which they think is detrimental to public inter- 
ests; andif the people like these severe criticisms, it is proof that they do no 
like such measures. And the best course for Government is not to mau- 
gurate such unpopular measures. If the people liked such measures, they 
would certainly have disliked severe criticisms thereof. 
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kdshikd, of the 28rd February, says that the 
ogy mcs sy fault of the native papers is that they point out 
ee the defects of the ep garg omg pe forci- 
papers. : 
vernment accuses them as prone to use abusive language. 
~b soar i: pier affirm that no ak editor oo uses his pen with 
: ; tion by abusing Government. 
“a ds Gals of fe o8rd February, learns that Rao Shabeb 
dan member for the Vice- Vishvanath Mandalik, of the Bombay Council, 
gal Council. has been appointed a member of the Legis- 
ative Council for India. The writer is of opinion that the other vacancy 
1 the Council should be filled up by a Mahomedan. : 
62. The same paper expresses a hope that when the Tenancy Bill 
has been entrusted to Sir Stuart Bayley neither 
en the zemindar nor the ryot will have any- 


hing to complain of. 


63. The Sanjivant, of the 23rd February, says that the Pratikar of 
Murshidabad has repeatedly drawn the attention 
of the Government to the misconduct of 
‘fr. Beames. Butthe Government has taken no notice of those complaints. 
Are the people to worship such a Government? 


64, The same paper says that the conduct of Mr. Bellett has brought 
disgrace upon the University. The name of 
Tripuracharan Gupta, a student of the Chitta- 
song High School, was twice published in thelist of the passed can- 
iidates in the First Arts examination. But the name was omitted the 
third time. The Headmaster of the High School, who asked the reason of 
the omission, was informed that the student was plucked. ‘To his enquiry 
why then the student’s name had been published twice in the Gazette, no 
reply has been given. The Senate should not slumber after all this. 


65. The same paper says that Bengalis have now awaked. An 
Englishman laughed at a Bengali gentleman’s 
wife at the Exhibition. The gentleman taught 
him a proper lesson for his boorishness. There was recently a scuffle bet- 
ween a Bengali gentleman and a Kuropean constable at Wilson’s Circus. 
Recently another Bengali gentleman while hurriedly stepping into a rail- 
| way carraige at the Sealdah Station was obstructed by a guard, but he dis- 
regarded the guard’s obstruction and got into the carriage. The guard 
enraged at this, abused the gentleman, who got down from the carriage and 
well thrashed the guard. A brave young man rescused the gentleman from 
the hands of the Railway officers who had seized him. Forty or fifty 
gentlemen got down from the train and came to the rescue of the gentleman. 
The paper is glad to see that Bengalis have learned to love one another. 
G6. The same paper praises the Medint, which has boldly exposed the 
gciarses by the Medini against some unjust actions of Bajlul Karim. The 
ay P | Medini’s charges against Bajlul Karim must 
€ true ; otherwise he would not have meekly borne the paper’s denun- 
Cations of his wickedness. But the Postmaster of Midnapore has cast 


into the shade even Karim himself. The charges against hi 
: : m 
nthe Medint are such as to excite indignation. . pene 


67. The same paper complains that the candidates 
ming econd grade Pleadership Exa- grade Pleadership Examinatio 


agg mined 
© last chance for the candidates, 


yenceforth discontinued. It 
© held the day before the writ 


The Government. 


Mr. Bellett’s incompetency. 


The awakening of Bengalis. 


for the second 
Dn were exa- 


7 for the examination will 
was notified that the oral examination a 


in @ very irregular manner. This ig | 


ten examination. But the majority of the 
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candidates were examined orally on the first day of the writte 
minations. The candidates are examined on the first day in ¢: ’ 
law and on the second in criminal law. But this arrangement 
was altered this time without any notice. Most of the question 
were such that no one can answer them by reading the text-books, . 
68. The same paper complains that Mr. Westmacott has thought op) 
five sub-divisions in the Hooghly and Burdway 
zillahs fit to obtain unions. The ay 
divisions Cutwa, Raneegunge, and Jehanabad in the above zillahs, and th, 
sub-division Ooloobaria in the Howrah zillah, have not been thought fit 4, 
obtain that privilege. 

69. The same paper says that Baboos Keshub Chunder Achariya, Jogps. 
dra Kissore Roy Choudhry, and Rasu Kiscore 
Roy Choudhry have written to the newspapers 
as the representatives of the zemindars of Mymensingh that they do not intend 
to enhance rents, but will consider themselves fortunate if they can get the rates 
which the ryots have promised to pay as recorded in registered kabuliyats, 
The zemindars should understand that the ryots have stopped payment, be. 
cause they think the rates fixed in the kabuliyats to be exorbitant. Had the 
public known how the kabuliyats are obtained they would have attached 
no weight to them. It is true that the ryots are legally bound to pay the 
rates recorded in the kabuliyats. As the ryots are dissatisfied, the zemindars 
will do well to conciliate them by agreeing to receive rents at the former 
rates. The zemindars may have a legal claim to the enhanced rates, but they 
have no moral claim to them. 

70. The Bangabdst, of the 23rd February, says that Mr. Bellett’s 
actions will be long remembered. The 
names of three of the best students of the 
Uttarpara School were not at first published in the Gazette. The head- 
master made enquiries into the matter. Two of these students have ob- 
tained scholarships of Rs. 20, and one a scholarship of Rs. 15. The 
name of a student of the Chittagong Collegiate School appeared twice in 
the list of successful candidates in the First Arts Examination published in 
the Gazelle, but was omitted the third time. Will not the Syndicate and 
the Chancellor enquire into Mr. Bellett’s actions? 

71. The same paper says that the provision in the Municipal Bill 
which empowers Commissioners to grant 
pensions to their officers should be omitted. 


Nn ex. 


Mr. Westmacott. 


The zemindars of Mymensingh. 


Mr. Bellett’s incompetency. 


The Municipal Bill. 


One of the native members proposed that the officers should be required 


to contribute a portion of theirsalary toa fund. Out of this fund an allow- 


ance would be granted to them when they retired. This isa better arrange- 


ment no doubt. But if the municipalities can get men who do not expect 
pensions to serve them, why should they be required to grant pensions of 
allowances? Pensions are not given to persons employed in the firms 
of merchants. Do they work in an unsatisfactory manner on that 
account P 

72. The same paper says that there is a rumour that the Govern 
ment intends to impose an education cess. 
It would be most deplorable if this be the 
outcome of the Education Commission. The people are burdened with 
all sorts of taxes, They are unable to bear additional taxation. In- 
directly the people are made to pay an education cess. The Government 
contributes only 45 per cent. of the total educational expenses of Beng 
The remaining 55 per cent. is paid by the people. The people now fee 
the importance of education. ‘They are gradually bearing the expense 
of education. Ten years ago there was not a single unaided nate 


Education cess. 
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r such colleges. The poor also have to defray 
college. paca iges Boob The gurumahasayas are now ben 
a aid by the Government. Nor did the ae 
inadequate) note than Rs. 5 per month. The villagers have to ee ; 
ever pay Deel of the gurumahasaya’s income. The people pal : 
a rach thirteen lakhs and-a-half by way of subscriptions = 
socatic Ai urposes. Besides these, many persons have to pay the 
eer ey of poor students and furnish them with books. 


ish, of the 24th February, says that the University 

- © — i. do well to hold the examinations early 

Marc. ce SO SRO in March, instead of in April as intended. 

April is very hot. Excessive labour then may subject the students to 
cholera and other diseases. 


aper complains that the questions in the pleadership ex- 

Th von nuniin ques- A were very difficult. Many questions 
fons. were such as could “7 be began vy eo 

-books, Many again were such that they could not be properly answere 

ain ome pot prawn} “As this 1s the last chance of the candidates for that 
examination, such difficult questions should not have been set. Were = 
questions deliberately made so difficult in order to pluck the candidates! 
The questions on criminal law in the muktearship examination were such 
that they cannot be answered without a knowledge of English. Such 


questions should not have been set, as the candidates are ignorant of 
English. 


75, The same paper complains that though the self-covernment 


scheme has been introduced into other 
The Self-Government Bill. 


provinces of India, it has not yet been intro- 
duced into Bengal, which is the most advanced of Indian Provinces. Mr. 


Thompson’s speech has shown that the delay in passing that Bill here is 
not owing, as many supposed, to his lukewarmness, but to the objection of 


the Secretary of State to the Bill in its present form. The Bill is to be 
amended according to the instructions of the Secretary of State; so there is no 
hope of the passing of the Bill in the present Session. Itis to be regret- 
ted that Mr. Thompson has not succeeded in persuading the Secretary of 
State to sanction the establishment of a Central Board, and in protecting 
the freedom of the members of the District Board by incapacitating 
Magistrates for the Chairmanship of those Boards. The people were in 
favour of the establishment of District Boards, because they thought that 
the Magistrates would have no influence upon them, and that the Boards would 
have the power of supervising the actio 


) ns of the Local Boards, but not of 
ruling over them. The Bengal Go 


) vernment cannot act against the 
structions of the Secretary of State. But it will 


the do much good if it 
can free the District Boards from the thraldom of the Magistrates after a 
short time, and subject the Local Boards to the supervision, and not to 
the domination, of the District Boards. The sad fate of the Ilbert Bill 
has filled the hearts of the people with d 


espair. The paper exhorts th 
eg to protest against the amendments suggested a the nae of 
tate. 


pal Bill proposes to 
ners and the rate- 
administrative sys- 
hy is the measure ob- 
The favour s by the L 
and others to the elective system has mad 
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77. The following is a translation of an article in the Sddhdray: 
Extension of the Pooree Lodging- of the 24th February, headed the “ Pooree 
house Act to Gys. Lodging-house Act in Gya”:—We have 
occasionally made the remark that in seeking to do good Governmen; 
not unoften does us harm. It does not know the internal condition 
of the country, nor is it always disposed to make any searching invest}. 
gation into any matter, and yet all of a sudden it enacts laws which 
produce effects the very opposite of what were expected. The people 
raise an outcry ; it is something if even then Government patiently listens t, 
their complaints and rectifies its errors. But unfortunately it is seldom 
that Government listens to the representations of the people. 

The Pooree Lodging-house Act has in many places occasioned 
inconvenience such as that described above. We witnessed with oy 
own eyes the hardship which was caused by the extension of the measure 
to Baidyanath. The few lodging-houses for pilgrims in Baidyanath cap, 
under the law, accommodate with difficulty but 500 persons. On the occasion 
of the Sri Punchum twenty to thirty thousand pilgrims go to Baidyanath. 
That year at that time there was high wind and rain. Fear of the lay 
prevented the priests from accommodating the pilgrims shivering with 
drenched clothes on their persons. They could have done this if the law 
had not stood in the way. Consequently the sufferings of the pilgrims 
knew no bounds. When legislation is undertaken without knowing 


the condition of the country, there frequently results such hard- 
ship. 


The extension of this rigorous law to the sacred city of Gya 
has caused much hardship. We give below a full account of the 
matter. 

Under the provisions of the first section of the Pooree Lodging. 
house Act that measure can only be extended to places of pilgrimage 
which are resorted to by many pilgrims, and where there are lodging- 
houses which may be rented by them. Complaints of oppression committed 
upon the pilgrims by the Gyalis were frequently made, but it was never 
said that the Gyalis ever took anything in the shape of house-rent. The 
pilgrims were usually accommodated in their own dwelling-houses. When 
the concourse of pilgrims was large, the Gyalis rented houses for the use 
of the pilgrims, but never charged them any house-rent. Under these 
circumstances, the Act cannot, according to its own provisions, be extended 
to Gya. The extension of the measure therefore to Gya has been illegal. 

Now mark the hardship which this measure has occasioned. 
According to the Shastras every Hindu is bound to offer the pinda (the 
sacrificial cake) at Gya. The poor go to perform the srddhs at Gya by 
begging. Is it not a tax upon religion that even they are now required 
to pay a lodging-house tax ? a 

Baidyanath is much like the head-quarters of a sab-division; 
many people come here from distant places to conduct law-suits and have 
occasionally, for this purpose, to put up here for three to four days. ‘The 
famous Mr. Wilmot fined certain lodging-house owners who had accommodat- 
ed some of these men in their own houses. A similar case is said to have 
occurred in Gya. “If a pilgrim puts up with a friend or relative living 
Gya that friend or relative is punished for having accommodated the pilgnm. 
Certain gentlemen have been thus punished for this offence. Those that go 4 
Gya for achange, and desire to avail themselves of the occasion for performing 
any srddhs, find it extremely difficult to doso. They, indeed, take lodgings ° 
the clean quarters of the city, but they do not become entitled to perform 
any sradhs until they have, according to the law, taken up quarters 10. the 
lodging-houses for pilgrims. If they are accompanied by their f 
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7 bounds.” The Civil Surgeon and the Inspectors 
“ their episqeas yt Opes enter a lodging-house to see how many pilgrims 

— a foe therein. This provision is opposed to our social customs. 
nf at ‘t is the peons who act as the spies in this matter. The fear 
alborg erson, not a Hindu, should at any time enter the house, and 
lest 1 p hig of esence, the food lying cooked in the open yard leads people 
Tne teibes to these peons. Does not our astute Government know 
hat the whole machinery of the administration 1s being conducted by 

ns? 
ee says that this Act has been framed to provide for 
improved sanitation. But the number of deaths in Gya has increased since 
the Act was extended to that place. What sort of improved sanitation 1s 
this? Again, one of the purposes for which municipal taxes are levied is 
the improvement of sanitation. Then why should another tax be levied 
avain for the same purpose ? ‘ 

- Tt cannot be said that this tax is levied for the improvement or 
the assistance of the Gya Hospital, inasmuch as the hospital 1s far off from 
he lodging-houses. The sick pilgrims are not able to go so far. In Gya 
the local hospital is, as the case is in other municipalities, maintained with 
the help of local subscriptions. Consequently there was no need of levying 
, separate tax in aid of the local hospital. It is thus clear that there is 
no reason why the Pooree Lodging-house Act should remain in force in 
Gya. The extension of the measure has not benefited the people—nay, 
on the contrary, has, in many instances, caused injury and inconvenience, 
and yet the Lieutenant-Governor has not listened to the complaints of the 
people. This time many gentlemen have petitioned the Viceroy for with- 
drawing Gya from the operation of the Act. We hope that Lord Ripon 
will, by granting their prayer, give proof of his true love for the people. 

78. The same paper dwells upon the poverty of the Bengal peasant. 
That no improvement has yet taken place in 
his condition is due to the indifference of the 
English nation ; the ignorance of the officials in India, which is, in a large 
measure, caused by their frequent transfers from one station to another; 
and the apathy of the leaders of native society. | 

79. The same paper remarks that the successful candidates in the 
Entrance examination should be allowed to 
; go up for the lower grade pleadership test. 
There is no reason why these men should be excluded from that privilege. 
The writer complains that the questions put in the recent pleadership ex- 
amination were unusually difficult. 

80. The same paper points out that the authorities of the projected 

i aa Tarakeswar Railway will do well to open a 
“ = "station between Haripal and Tarakeswar. 
a ia There are many flourishing villages on the 
= me etween these two places. Large quantities of potato, rice, jute, 
os : ee we sent from these villages to the Baidyabatty market for 
1 . i - are largely attended fairs held in the neighbouring localities. 

tells ereiore speeenr desirable to open a station between Haripal and 

a kt one were opened at Kanaipore, which is midway between 

» €verybody would be satisfied. The influential native gentlemen of 


the neighbouring villages have already raised subscripti 
constructing good feeder roads. he ene oe Fe peepee oe 


81. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 25th February, contains an 


lelieialtahs tesenns: article on the intermediate tenants, from 
which we extract the following observations :— 


The Bengal peasant. 


The pleadership examination. 


It is gratifying to notice that a meeting was recently held at Jhenidah to 
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discuss the bearings of the Bengal Tenancy Bill upon the interest, of th 
intermediate tenants. It is to be hoped that similar meetings will be held : 
over the country. Several causes have operated to bring about the fal] of = 
intermediate tenants. These men have not hitherto taken any meaty 
interest in the discussion of the rent question. Although DOmessinn 
extensive landed property, they have most of them earned money ‘ 
accepting service. So it has always happened that while the zemindars 
on the one hand and Government on behalf of the ryots on the other hay, 
fought for their respective interests, the intermediate tenants have in a 
manner kept aloof from all contention. Being again the connecting in) 
between the zemindar and the ryot, the intermediate tenant has remaine4 
on friendly terms with both. The zemindar has rarely oppressed him, and 
consequently Government has paid but little attention to his condition 
The extreme poverty of the ryot led Government to take his side and t 
seek to improve his condition. The zemindar,on the other hand, sovch 
to maintain his rights unimpaired. In the struggles between Government 
and the zemindars the intermediate tenant has suffered. Both Government 
and zemindar have combined to destroy the middleman; the former t 
benefit the ryot and the latter to benefit themselves. Act X of 1859 was 
the outcome of this combination; but when that measure, so destructire 
of the rights of the intermediate tenants, was passed, they did net much 
mind what was being done. They did not depend entirely upon the 
profits of the land for their livelihood, and did not moreover imagine that 
Government would reduce them to the status of the agricultural tenant, 
It was therefore partly their apathy and partly their faith in the Govern- 
ment that were responsible for the loss of their rights. But in recent 
times things have changed. The intermediate tenants now no longer 
monopolise service, and cannot therefore afford to be indifferent to their 
interests in the land. The Lieutenant-Governor, in the last Bengal 
Administration Report, has expressed some sympathy for the intermediate 
tenants, and has admitted that this class came into existence before the Per- 
manent Settlement. The Rent Commission also have expressed the same 
view. 
82. The same paper is disappointed with the reply given by Lord 
Lord Ripon and the Salem pri: Ripon to the petition of the inhabitants of 


soners. Salem, praying for the release of the prisoners 
convicted in the Salem riot cases. Hts Excellency remarks that if he 


were to pardon the prisoners his aetion would be looked upon as an inter- 
ference with the action of the High Court. Now the petitioners have proved 
that the defendants in the case were punished without any good cause, and 
one of the Judges of the Madras High Court also expressed the same view. 
Even those that regard the defendants as guilty have, in a manner, admitted 
this. Lord Ripon therefore might have at least ordered a fresh trial by 
the Judges of the High Court. His Excellency further remarks that if 
he were to pardon the prisoners, his action would go to relax the stern 
ness of the method justly adopted by Government in repressing the feuds 
between the many religious sects in this country. But it behoved Lord 
Ripon to remember that the existence of diverse religions in this county 
is as true as the fact that British Government is an alien Governmett. 
It is as necessary to put down religious feuds between different races 10 
India with a high hand as it is to adopt measures to inspire the people 
with respect for, and confidence in, the British Government. Indeed, * 
appears to be more necessary to do the latter than the former. 
83. The same paper thinks teat if Mr. Thompson, fg . 
» im : principal supporter of the Ben enad 
iio sre oso Bill, bad be to England on leave, t# 
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bably have become very much. delighted. They will 


e ‘f he does not go. They had fervently prayed that 
be a little arr wlakt be defeated in the House of Commons on the 
the Liberal Ministry mio” demning the Egyptian policy 

t motion of Sir Stafford Northcote, condemning ~ gyp p 
oiges Government. But they have been disappointed. Nevertheless, 

.™ a hove left. If the English army meet with another 
there 13 still some Op an 2th ls t in } ower 
tefeat in Dzypt, it will be difficult for the Liberals to remain in p A ees 
s4, The same paper regrets to find that instead of removing, as was laa 
expected, the doubts in the public mind pp, ssth, iss. 
Death of the Maharajah of Kolha- regarding the cause of the death of the 
ae Maharajah of Koliiapore by making a fresh 
and careful investigation, the Government of India has confirmed the 
jecision of the Bombay Government in that case, and has exculpated 
‘ir. Green from all blame. 
3 tb. The same paper contains a paragraph on Mr. Thompson, 4*4nps Basse 
of which the following is a translation :— 
— Mr. Rivers Thompson is gradually recover- 
ing his health, and most probably will postpone his journey to 
England. Many in this country will not now perhaps be sorry, but rather 
be glad to hear this. The Municipal and the Self-Government 
Bills have contributed to again produce good feelings towards him 
‘nthe minds of the natives. If Mr. Thompson governs Bengal on the 
principles on which he is anxious to frame the Municipal and the Local 
Boards Acts, he will gradually become popular with the natives of the 
country. The chief blot upon his administration is the outstill system, and 
we hope he will remove it. He has, in many matters, given undue indul- 
gence to the police in this country, but he ought to consider that that 
police does not deserve much indulgence. Certain resolutions recorded by 
him have not given satisfaction to the natives. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is probably aware that owing to the agitation over the Jurisdiction Bull 
there has been, to some extent, a rupture of good feelings between Anglo- 
Indians and Bengalis, and that owing to this circumstance European 
officials in some places have acted unjustly towards native officials. Most 
probably this is being still done. We hope that Mr. Rivers Thompson 
will pay particular attention to these matters. 

86. The Navavibhdkar, of the 25th February, contains an article on N*v¢vsamaz, 
Mr. Thompson’s speech at the dinner recently “°" 7" '8** 
i. given in honour of the Australian delegates 
to the International Exhibition, from which we extract the following obser- 
vations :—It is gratifying to find that Mr. Thompson has so far recovered 
his health that he is now able to attend parties and balls, but it is more 
gratifying to find that with his body his mind also has become partially free 
from disease. If the Lieutenant-Governor can thus gradually rectify his 
‘ay the public also will gradually freely forgive him all his faults. Why 
- wee go cas become unpopular with the whole population of Bengal ? 

a ue not become unpopular simply because he opposed the views of the 
rnor-General in the Indian Legislative Council. How many are tiie 
occasions on which members have expressed dissentient views. Differenc 
af Opinion 1s no uncommon thing, and cannot lead to any ill-feeling. Mr. 
ag has become unpopular because, forgetting his duty, he narrowed 
'S heart, and anxious to consult the interests of a few he swerved f 
a right path. Being the ruler of 70 millions of Bengalis, he became pe 
eader of ahandful of Europeans opposed to Lord Ripon ; he placed these di 
oyal opponents of Lord Ripon on bis head, encouraged their acts of hos ili 4 
oe causelessly trampled upon inoffensive Bengalis. It is for rAd _ ‘fe 
“ame au eyesore to the people. To promote the interests of that small 


zemindars would pro 


Mr, Thompson, 
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band of Europeans, Mr. Thompson opposed, with his whole might, the }ih, 
measures of Lord Ripon. Being appointed to benefit Bengal, he enthuse. 
tically laboured to benefit only the tea and the indigo interests, ay, re 
not showing proper regard and respect to Lord Ripon he but agerayat , 
his own disgrace. It is for this that the 70 millions of natives of Bo, S 
were compelled, with a sorrowing heart, to desert him. But if the Liew: 
nant-Governor now reforms his ways with a penitent heart, can please the 
people by conduct befitting his position, they on their part will place bin 
on their heads and dance with joy. last Monday at the dinner jn t), 
Town Hall Mr. Thompson made some expiation of his sin caused by his 
joining with his whole heart the opponents of Lord Ripon and his danciy, 
with joy at hearing Lord Ripon maligned. Referring to that portion of 
Mr. Thompson’s speech in which he spoke in high terms of Lord Ripon’s 
forbearing disposition, the Editor remarks that the public will be rea) 
glad if they find that His Excellency’s example has been a lesson to th, 
Lieutenant-Governor. They do not blame His Honor for his honest differ. 
ence of opinion, but because he has not been able, like Lord Ripon, to shoy 
tolerance to adverse views while walking in the path of duty. 

If Mr. Thompson had been able to get the Ibert Bill passed in j, 
original form, and then to express the liberal sentiments he has expressed 
if he had been able to express these sentiments after benefiting the people 
of Bengal instead of looking to the interests of the tea and the indiso 
planters, how glad the public would now have been. But there is time 

et left. Let Mr. Thompson increase his reputation by showing as much 
liberality as he has shown by his support of the scheme of self-government. 
Bengalis will then again sing his praises, and Bengali editors greet him with 
favourable notices. Penitence is the expiation for sin. It is gratifying 
to find that Mr. Thompson has become penitent. 

87. The same paper observes that the whole country now believes 
that the Salem prisoners have been punished 
with undue severity. It behoves Govern- 
ment to respect this conviction of the people. It would have added lustre 
to Lord Ripon’s reputation if His Excellency had granted the prayers of 
the inhabitants of Salem. The Editor calls upon the whole Indian popula- 
tion to petition Government for mercy to the unfortunate Salem prisoners. 

88. The same paper points out that the interests of the intermediate 
tenants have been completely overlooked in the 
Bengal Tenancy Bill, and yet it is these 
tenants who constitute the backbone of society. It is the duty of Govern- 
ment to look to their welfare. There are papers to advocate the interests 
of zemindars and ryots, but there is no journal which supports the cause of 
the middlemen. The latter should therefore now be up and doing. 

89. The same paper remarks that Mr. Westmacott has not been able tu 
do as much for the establishment of rural boards 
as might be expected. This is due to the 
fact that he has depended on Magistrates, who, in their turn, have relied upon 
Sub-divisional Officers, and they upon the police. Now the inhabitants of 
villages dread the police just as they dread a tiger. If instead of asking 
the police to conduct the necessary operations, Mr. Westmacott had entrust- 
ed the task to native gentlemen of the various localities he has visited, the 
results would have been far more satisfactory. Mr. Westmacott regrets 
that the people showed so much indifference. The case would have beet 
otherwise if the police had not been entrusted with the task of summoning 
the people. Mr. Westmacott could have utilized for this purpose the service? 
of the village punchayets and Deputy and Sub-Inspectors of Schools w!' 
great advantage. The Editor is glad to find that Mr. Westmacott has come '0 
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in villages are not unfavourably disposed towards the 


eople 
It “ not clear why the district of Midnapore and the sub- 


hanabad and Oolooberiah have been thought unfit to receive 


orceive that 
educated class. 
jivisions of Je ; 
g nt. | 
e%0. The same paper remarks, 1n reference to the cancellation of the leave 


granted to Mr. Thompson, that the news that 
Mr. Bernard would become Lieutenant-Go- 
seatified the people as much as it terrified indolent and dishonest 
rerun grate latter ae now exceedingly gratified. Mr. Thompson of 
an is pleased. Nobody would ever of his own accord part with the 
aot of Bengal even for a day. The Editor has not anything to say for 
vp against Mr. Bernard or Mr. Thompson. Whoever benefits Bengalis 
“n be looked upon as the sovereign of Bengal, and will be regarded with 
love and respect. The people are sorry that they have not hitherto had the 
opportunity tolove and respect Mr. Thompson. But it appears from his 
words that during the latter part of his administration he will act with a 
ttle discretion, and endeavour to do his duty with an eye to the good of 
the people of Bengal. His speech at the late dinner in the Town Hall has 
sreated some hopes. If he can gratify them, he will make both himself and the 
people happy; otherwise he will go away taking with him the curses of the 
"() millions of the people of Bengal. 

91. The same paper complains that very difficult questions were set in 
the last pleadership examination. 

92. The same paper dwells upon the mis- 
management which characterised the recent 
examinations of the Calcutta University and 
takes Mr. Bellett to task for it. The Editor asks that an enquiry be made 


into the cause of the recent irregularities in connection with the examina- 
tlons. 


93. The same paper condemns the action of the Bengal Council in pro- 


viding for pensions for municipal servants in 
3 oe the Municipal Rill. Great hardship will be 
caused if municipalities are saddled with the cost of pensions to their servants 


94. The Surabhs, of the 25th February, observes that at the recent dinner 
in the Town Hall Mr. Thompson, in the course 


| of his speech, gave expression to a wish of his 
heart. Referring to the territorial extent and the population of Bengal 
and the duties of its Lieutenant-Governor, His Honor remarked that as 
Bengal is in these respects the double of any other province in India, the 
pay of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal should also be doubled. The 
Hditor sarcastically points out the desirability of holding meetings all over 


the country, and petitioning Parliament and the Queen f 
Tnompson’s pay doubled. Queen for having Mr. 


Jd. The same paper expresses a hope that the rumour regarding the dis- 


ae satisfaction of many among the Ministry at the 


| Concordat in the matter of the Jurisdictj 
Bill, and that regarding the probability of the whole question balan | 


in Parliament, will prove true. Considering the manner in which b 
means of that odious Concordat a prestige has been conferred ah | 
narow-minded Anglo-Indians, and the chances of Oppression of natives 


by brutal Enelishmen have b 

glisht e been increased, no intellicent nati 
man would be in the least sorry if that i ga pei 
in the depths of the eea. 7 


96. The same paper remarks that newspapers published 
3 al papers on the conduct of mofussil possess gr 
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published in the metropolis. But the labours of the former do not 
any adequate results if Government does not believe their st 
and enquire into the truth of the charges which they bring against ;,. 
officers. The JM-dini has exposed the wrong-doings of Mr. Bazly] Kurim 
the Deputy Magistrate of Ghattal, and of the Post-master of Midnapore 
but Government has not yet taken any steps to bring the offenders ¢, 
justice. Is not Government laying itself open to serious blame by actino 
in this manner? oe ° 
97. The same paper regrets to find that its hope of seeing Benga] 
delivered from the hands of Mr. Thompsog 


and placed on the path of progress Under 
the liberal administration of Mr. Bernard, or some other official, is about to 


be nipped in the bud. Mr. Thompson is said to have recovered js 
health. 
98. The same paper remarks that the sentiments expressed by 
Mr. Thompson in his speech proposing 
the health of the Viceroy may lead many 
to think that a change has come over His Honor’s views, and 
that he is at length admitting his errors. The Editor, however, does not 
think so; but is of opinion that Mr. Thompson has shown much astuteness 
by his speech. By his opposition to the Ilbert Bill he has become popular 
with Europeans, but now when he is going to England he is acting with 
a view to gain the love of natives. As long as no decision had been 
arrived at in the matter of the Ilbert Bill, the Lieutenant-Governor had 
considered it an unjust measure, but the moment it has become law a 
belief has spring up in his mind that it isa just measure, and, that the 
idea that none but a European should be able to try a European is a 
prejudice. This is doubtless a misfortune of natives. The people do not 
want merely sweet and pleasing words, and they cannot praise or respect 
a person only for making them that gift. Let the Lieutenant-Governor 
act according to the sweet words he has spoken, and he will then surely 
become popular with everybody. 
99. The Som Frakdsh, of the 25th February, dwells in an article upon 


the inefficiency of the police. The Sub- 


Inspector of Police attached to the Sonarpore 
thana is particularly taken to task for his alleged inefficiency. A murder 


was recently committed in Changripota. The mother of the deceased 
suspected certain persons who were known to be bad characters. Her 
depositions were recorded, but the police did not in the least endeavour to 
detect the offenders, but kept a witness in custody. ‘The Editor asks 
that an able and energetic officer be deputed to investigate the matter, 
aud that the present Sub-Inspector of Sonarpore be transferred elsewhere. _ 

100. The same paper refers to the principal public measures dwelt 
upon in the last Bengal Administration 


7 Report. The Editor cannot agree with His 
ILonor the Lieutenant-Governor in his views on the Rent Bill. It 


not true that the zemindars are wholly to blame and that the ryots are 
inmaculite. It is not clear how Nuddea and adjacent localities can be 
said to have improved in material prosperity, when it is considered that the 
inhabitants of those localities suffered severely from malarious fever. How 
can again native trade be said to have expanded when the destruction of 
wative manufactures is borne in mind? The Lieutenant-Governor visited 
many places in Bengal, but it is not said in the report what good came of 
lis Visit. | 

LOL. The Samaya, of the 25th February, siys that the people will 
not be benefited by the Government bore 
ing on advantageous terms, but by ' 


Produce 
atements 


Mr, Thompsoa. 


Mr. Thompson. 
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-.¢ A considerable sum is wasted by the Govern- 
- ee reductions in the expenditure of the various departments, 
ment. By ce save much money. These reductions will save the 
Governmen’ the necessity of borrowing. The Bengal Government, unable to 
Sere he budeet allotment of last year, has ordered the officials to spend 
epend the bee whatever way they like. According to the instructions of the 
* wre of State the number of Executive Engineers will be increased 
aoe to 4.56. : By this arrangement 75 first grade Assistant Engineers 
oy : sinted Executive Engineers. These Assistant Engineers are the 
vill be ay Cooper’s Hill College—a body which 1s so burdensome to India. 
¢tudents ve other reason for their promotion, than the desire of Government 
god po money in their purses. Three-fourths of the money spent in the 
to ¢ Works Department find their way into the pockets of the officials 
4 backea only one-fourth of it is spent upon the works. The Govern- 
% 7m horrows money every year on the ground that the works are produc- 
9 But the Government has not mained a single farthing from the 
Public Works. The expenditure in the Administration Department, too, 
en be reduced. It is not necessary to pay now the same pay to officials 
‘hat was given to them when ships reached England in six months. 

102. The same paper says that the native papers have repeatedly 
pointed out that the fear of just punishment 
is the cause of the dogged opposition of the 
Anclo-Indians to the Ilbert Bill. It is a common complaint that European 
siminals are seldom punished. Private Kelly, who had killed a native, 
vas let off on the ground of insanity. The Residents manage to prevent 
enquiries when Princes die from unnatural causes. Mr. Green, the keeper 
of the Maharajah of Kolhapore, was not put upon his trial before a 
criminal court. Whenever a native is killed by an Englishman it is 
invariably found out that the latter committed the act in a fit of insanity, and 
that the former had a diseased spleen, or was poisoned by somebody else. 

103. The same paper has heard from a reliable source that the 


ik officials appointed to grant compensations to 
— those whose lands are being purchased and 


| trees cut down for the construction of the railway line from Sarafoolly 
to Tarakeswar are acting unjustly. 


104. The Prajdbandhu, of the 26th February, compares the English 


| rule with the Mahomedan rule, and says that 
ate and Mahomedan rule com- the Mahomedans conquered India by physical 


_ force, while the English have conquered it 
by artful policy. The Mahomedans treated with respect the conquered 


Hindus as heroes would treat their vanquished enemies. They confided 
in their Hindu generals, who on their part never betrayed their trust. The 
Mabomedans never treated their Hindu subjects badly. Their only fault 
Was that they were begoted proselytisers. The English, on the other hand, 
are always suspicious. They cannot afford to be liberal. They are only 
anxious to fill their own pockets. Heroes are great admirers of merit, and 
£0 the Mahomedans rewarded merit in: their Hindu subjects, while the 
English cannot do so. The English have no confidence in the Hindus, and 
the intellectual powers of the Hindus therefore find no play. The 


Mahomedans could not conquer the whole of India, but the English have. 
Hey lime to conquer by force, but conquest by artifice is not so 
uucult, 


leaving 


The impunity of English criminals. 


_ Dishonest cheats for the most part put on a clo 

he English are guilty of many unfair acts in their ac 
mpire, and so they think of throwing dust into th 
Y |retcending to govern it on liberal principles, 


ak of righteousness. 
quisition of the Indian 
e eyes of the people 
But up to this time they 
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have not kept one of their promises. In the matter of the admin 
of India the English always sing their own praise. 


eee 


stration 


| But they cannot 
impose upon the people. Dishonest cheats -are always suspiciou 


: 3. They 
are prone to fear, and England is therefore very mucn afraid of Russia, * 


105. 


Mr. Thompson’s leave cancelled. 


The Prabhdii, of the 27th February, hears that Mr. Lhompson’ 
leave has been cancelled. The writer js it 
certain whether this will be a welcom : 
tothe people of Bengal. It would have been well for Mr. Thompson 
as for the people if he had proceeded to England to recruit his health, 
government of Bengal is an arduous charge. It would be difficult for him, 
manage the affairs of Bengal in such a weak state of health. Mr. Thompso, 
is working alittle now-a-days, and if he works at this rate for a certain 
time while at Darjeeling he will completely recover his health (j, ¢ 
he will have to leave the bulk of his work to others—a state of things 
not very desirable. The cancellation of his leave has made Mr. Bernard 
loser. Who is to make good the loss he has sustained ? 
106. The Banga Vidyé Prakdshika, of the 27th February, regrets , 
notice that the Bengal Council has made 
provision for the pensions of municipal 
officers in the new Municipal Bill. This will cause a drain upon municipal 
funds, which many municipalities will be unable to meet. 


107. The Sambdéd Bahika, of the 7th February, requests the Road Ces 


C news 
as Well 


The 


Pensiors to municipal officers. 


— through Biliparia, Badagan, &., to Sahaji. 
patna in Remuna. 
108. The same paper states that the price of rice is increasing day 
by day in Balasore, and that scarcity is 
near at hand. 
109. Having stated that cholera is subsiding in the Balasore town, 
the same paper advises the authorities to 


, keep only one of the three doctors telegraphed 
for in the town, and send the other two to work in the mofussil. 


110. Having noticed the preliminaries of the Benares-Pooree Railway, 
The projected Benares-Pooree Rail- the same paper goes on to express regret 


te that the stations between Cuttack and Howrah 
along the Grand Trunk Road will not be benefited by this scheme 
in any way. It therefore curses the day the Coast Canal came into 
existence, and became a stumbling-block in the path of any railway 
enterprise. 

111. The same paper recurs to the subject of certain notices of demand 
issued On certain lakhirajdars in the Balasore 
district, which was noticed in a_ previous 
number of the weekly report. The writer observes that this action was due 
to the fact that these lakhirajdars had not paid their dues for 1880. 
Consequently the amount paid by any lakhirajdar in the shape of road 
or public works cess for any year after 1880 was entered in the accoutl 
books against the demands of the preceding year. ‘he Editor, however, 
states, for the satisfaction of the public, that the Collector of Balasore has 
ordered the issue of notices of demand only for those years for which 
urrears are due. 7 

112. In describing the recent case of dacoity at Remuna, noticed 
before, the same paper observes that the 
noticeable points in connection with the crim? 
are the audacity and organization of the gang of robbers, W ° 
not only escaped with impunity but also stoned constables and the head- 


Price of rice in Balasore. 


Cholera in Balasore. 


Lakbirajdars in Balascre. 


A case of robbery. 


Committee to open a road from Banaparia 


constable of Remuna outpost, as also the local post peon so seve J 


ewe feet 8 OS 


Pee. 
dl 


co Ca ““—4 © 2: = ao 


on 
Ca 


{( 3) 


itals. 

now under medical treatment in the Balasore hospita 
Z softer heat that the robbers had brought with them many maunds of 
oe a had come in quest of some rich house which they failed to secure. 
Ther therefore confined their attacks to the local post-office and certain 


fe ‘se shops. The paper further learns that the dacoits belong 
hha Weeder Tributary States, and that scarcity of food in those parts 
i the Gurjats has compelled them to assume the character of free- 


oa Commenting on the results of the late University examinations 


oesity exam. iN Orissa, the same paper is of opinion that 
aston the results of 1883, now published in the 
Government Gazettes, are not so satisfactory as those of the preceding year. 
The Editor rejoices at the same time to notice that a candidate from the 
Ravenshaw College passed successfully, for the first time in Orissa, the B. L. 
examination. 

114, The following are extracted from the news and correspondence 
columns of the same paper:—(1) A house ad- 
joining the Balasore sudder police-station was 
robbed, and an inmate dangerously wounded; (2) the Government officers 
employed in the Bhuddruck station are, with few exceptions, reported to be 
selfish, prone to accept illegal gratifications, and vicious in many other 
ways. 

115. Alluding to the proposed appointment of Mr. Bernard as Lieute- 
nant-Governor of Bengal, the UVtkal Dipika, of 
the 9th February, remarks that we should not 
praise him very highly as long as he doos not deserve this praise by his actions. 
People expected much from the present Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal when 
he first assumed the reins of Government, but a few years’ experience pointed 
out that they were in the wrong. 

116. The same paper, together with its contemporaries, supports the 
objections of the Hon’ble Kumar Baikun- 
tonath De to the passing of the amendment 
of the Pooree Lodging-house Act in its present form. 

117. Commenting on the results of the University examinations as 


ky Sree Wen shown against the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, 

; the same paper points out that though 

the results are satisfactory, so far as they go, no substantial gain will be 

secured for the public as long as the College does not turn out a larger 

number of successful candidates every year. The success of a candidate 
from this College for the B. L. examination is favourably noticed. 

118. Having learnt that Government has made up its mind to give up 


iliac aii the canal traffic going on between Cuttack 
anal traflic betwee : 
Chandhally. con attack and and Chandbally, the Editor of the same paper 


| brings forward the following arguments to 
show that the contemplated withdrawal of Government will be a creat loss 


to the public. 

“We grant that the contemplated withdrawal of Government is just 
and reasonable, but at the same time we must state that it is premature, and 
therefore injurious to the interests of the public * ® ° = 
ihe other two proprietors of private steamers plying between Cuttack 
and Chandbally are not yet able enough to compete with Government 
The steamer of Haji is a small thing, and can never comfortably accommo- 
date first class passengers. Besides, the boat that it tows is of the ordinar 
kind. The boat of the Bullock Company is a fine thing, newly built, and 
oo accommodate a Jarge number of passengers with convenience but 
the steamer that tows it plies ata comparatively slow rate. The Govern- 
ment steamer Aurora is fit in every way for the canal traffic. It can tow 
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“ three boats with rapidity; hence all the respectable passengers traye] ;, 
this steamer. It is only when they are unable to get themselye, 
booked that they resort tothe steamers of private companies. Besides 
the ‘sovernment steamer is véry regular in its trips, while that of 
the Bullock Company has been seen for the last three weeks to be ye, 
irregular in its journey. Thus, while the private companies are not vet 
competent to supply all the wants of travellers, it is not yet time 
for Government to withdraw from the scene of action in any Way,” 
The Editor then goes on to remark that the discontinuance of the Gover. 
ment steamer service will enable the private companies to dictate 
their own terms at will, and thereby increase the price of tickets, Hp 
concludes the article by a strong appeal to Government, entreating them, 
in the interests of the public, to continue the steamer service for a longer 
eriod. | 

: 119. The following are extracted from the news and correspondence 
columns of the same paper:—(1l) The irregn. 
larity of Bullock Company's steamer plying 
between Cuttack and Chandbally caused great apprehensions in the minds 
of friends and relatives of passengers that were last week on board the 
steamer; (2) the visit of Mr. Larminie, the Commissioner to Attiagur, 
a Tributary State in Orissa, was the occasion of a joyous festival, marked 
by lights, bon-fires, and balls, in which the Rajah, his officers, and his 
subjects took active parts. 

120. An extensive export of rice from the Balasore port leads the 
Utkal Darpan, of the 10th February, to appre- 
hend a scarcity of food-grains in the town. 
121. The same paper finds fault with the Balasore Municipality, and 
remarks that a certain number of unhealthy 
tanks, and the bad condition of the public 
urinals, are doing great injury to the public health. The paper therefore 


advises the Balasore National Society to take proper steps to remove the 
evils, 


122. The same paper supports the proceedings of the Association 
mii et th ties Ya organized at Pooree for repairing the Jugger- 


oy nath Temple, and suggests that all endeavours 
in that direction should be carefully planned, organized, and extended. 


The paper further advises the convening of a meeting, praying for the resto- 
ration of the Dev Rajah, whois now undergoing the sentence of transporta- 
tion for life. It is of opinion that such an agitation will bear fruit during 
the incumbency of Lord Ripon as Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 
It concludes the article by inviting its contemporaries in Bengal and 
Orissa to take up the question in earnest and to agitate properly. 


Sa re 123. While describing the Calcutta 
, International Exhibition, the same paper 
makes the following observations :— 


“The hostile attitude of Christianity towards Hinduism is here made 
patent by the fact that though there is ample space in a big room, a statue 
of the goddess Doorga is allowed to remain exposed in the open air.” 

124. The Purusottam Patrikd, of the 11th February, together with 


2 ° a. : hat 3 
iis nconahets Gites: Its contemporaries, rejoices to notice t 


einai candidate from the Ravenshaw College passé 
the B. L. examination in the present year. 


125. The same paper supports the proposal of its contemporary, 
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196. Alluding to the proposed absence of His Honor the Lieute-  Pysvsrms 
nant-Governor of Bengal on sick leave, the Feb. 11th, 1884. 
same paper makes the following prayer :— 


“May God keep the Hon’ble A. Rivers Thompson in England 


for ever. 


Mr. Thompson. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, m.a. & B.L., 


Bengali Translator. 
BenGaLl! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, ) 


The 1st March 1884. 
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